
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
11/4/16 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

- Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

- Cherry Jones - 7th Grade 
- Ruby Marshall - th Grade 

 
Science -   
7th Grade:  
This week, 7th grade is working on a new project with a driving question of 
“How do chemical reactions effect life on Earth?”.  We will use this 
information to see what a self contained life on earth would look like (since 
that is really what we have!). 
 
  
8th Grade: 
In 8th grade, students went to the Exploratorium today.  Our newest project 
is using the driving questions “How can we minimize the amount of energy 
transferred?” and will be making landing crafts.  The goal is to see who can 
create a landing mechanism which will allow a fragile item to be dropped 
out of a plane or drone and land without breaking.  
 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We have been writing Flap Copy for Pygmalion this week. 
What is ‘Flap Copy’ you might ask. Well, it’s the copy that one finds on the 
inside flap of a hardcover book or on the back cover of paperbacks. It’s that 



summary that either makes you ‘BUY’ the book or return it to its rightful 
place back on the bookshelf.  It just so happened that Pygmalion didn’t 
have one so I thought it would be a creative way for students to express 
themselves well also showing what they comprehended about this novel. I 
am encouraged by their creative writing skills and am looking forward to 
hearing their presentations towards the end of this week.  
 
     8th Grade: We are just entering the rising action part of “To Kill A 
Mockingbird”... which of course is the famous trial (Chapter 17).  
We will do the majority  of our reading in class for the next week  
because I plan on holding our own in-class mock trial as we read through 
this part. Please look for your student’s progress report that went out with 
them Tuesday, November 2. 
 
 
  
Social Studies 
Just a reminder that Progress Reports went out this week.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me: rbaker@willowcreekacademy.org 
 

7th Grade :  Next week we begin out end of Trimester Projects, Essay 
and begin reviewing for our end of Trimester Final.  Details will be 
provided on Monday and will be on the Google Classroom. 
 
8th Grade :  This week, we changed directions slightly and took a 
look at some of the Propositions on the California State Ballot.  In 
the next couple weeks, we will have a revolution, and a failed 
creation of a nation in the Articles of Confederation. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 

This week we focused on order of operations and negative integers, the 
goal being to build number sense around positive and negative numbers. Many 



students are still seeing 6-5 and wondering if the 5 is negative, or if it is 
subtracted. We want to make clarification there and do some reprogramming 
around the idea that “a negative and a negative is a positive”.  One of the 
strongest ways that we can do this is to learn to convert subtraction problems 
into addition problems, i.e 17 - 6 = 17+(-6) , or 3 - 16 = 3 + (-16). 
 We used tiles to help enforce these ideas, and the week closes with groups 
making posters to explain the various relationships between addition, 
subtraction, positive, and negative numbers. 
  
 
8th Grade: 
 

We spent this week working on understanding linear functions. We were 
able to build math vocabulary through an online activity similar to “guess who” 
where students had to describe graphs using terms like  origin, quadrant, slope, 
x-intercept, y-intercept , and more to describe a graph that their partner 
couldn’t see (the activity is called “polygraph” and is available through 
student.desmos.com). 

We also estimated the cost of lego sets, then did a finer analysis through 
linear modeling, after which students were able to predict the price of a 1000 
piece set to within a couple of bucks. 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 
started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 
 

 
 

http://sso.cpm.org/

